Dramatic significance

Examples:

II.ii. 139-145


This speech by Polonius is given in the presence of the King and Queen, and it is said after the political business of Voltimand and Cornelius has been adjourned.  The speech is dramatically significant because it reveals aspects of plot, special dramatic effects, and character.  In terms of character, Polonius’ personality and state of mind are revealed.  Polonius believes that Hamlet’s antic disposition is a result of Ophelia rejecting Hamlet’s love (140-149).  Moreover, Polonius’ personality is of a concerned parent, albeit a rather restrictive one.  He does not want his daughter to date someone who, because he may be out of her league, may eventually break her heart (139).  As a result of his concern for his daughter, Polonius restricts the contact between the two lovers (141-142).  Along with character, the speech is replete with metaphors, thereby making it significant to special dramatic effects.  Polonius engages the audience and enriches the language as he describes himself as desk or a table book (134).  The metaphor allows the audience to see that Polonius would never act as a go between the lovers.  Lastly, Polonius reveals off stage information that develops the plot. He states on lines 131-132 that he has seen the two lovers engaged in amorous exchanges.  While the audience has not witnessed this, they are, nonetheless, made aware of the lovers’ experiences. 

II.ii. 545-561


This passage is spoken by Hamlet after he has witnessed the lead player-actor recite a speech and Hamlet has dismissed Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.  It is dramatically significant because it reveals aspects of special dramatic effects, character, and theme.  Thematically, Hamlet’s description of the actor (546-555) reiterates the theme of appearance V. reality.  The actor appears to be truthful and sincere, but it is all just a show; he has no real reason or impetus to act so forcefully.  With respect to character, Hamlet is criticizing his lack of motivation to avenge his father’s murder.  On line 545, Hamlet compares himself to a vagrant.  In this case, the vagrant symbolizes someone who is a sloth and takes no action.  Finally, Hamlet’s drowning metaphor is one form of special dramatic effects.  Stating that if the roles were reversed (Hamlet and the actor, 555-557), the actor would drown the stage with tears, Hamlet creates an image for the audience to realize how self-critical Hamlet feels and how much respect he has for the actor’s abilities.

